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Hello Brothers 

 

Well hello there, long time no talk. 

 

Yes I know I’ve been away for awhile but it was for a good reason. First 

it was so  I could finish up my year as Worshipful Master.  I needed to 

take some time off to give my Lodge 110% of my time and energy it 

takes to do the duties in the East.  

 

Secondly, I was just so burned out I need a mental vacation. It takes a 

lot of work to put this thing together. Believe it or not hours upon 

hours are needed to find the right info and then to design it all. 

 

Lastly, last summer when I was going to start back up I had to have my 

appendix out and that threw me back a while. 

 

 The good news is that I feel re-energized and I’m ready to roll!   I terri-

bly missed communicating with everyone and often thought about start-

ing back up again.  I needed the spark to come back and I think it’s the 

right time.  

 

I appreciated all the emails from the Brethren asking if I was still alive and 

where I ran off to. A lot has happened lately so let’s get back to the 

show. 

 

As always, if you see something of interest send it my way and I’ll be sure 

to include it. 

 

Until next time... 

S&F 

Cory Sigler PM 

Hawthorne Fortitude #200 

 
Find me on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/corysigler 

                              Letter From the Editor                   Welcome 
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 A Shameless Pat On My Back 
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Feb 7th- On this date in 1981, the Grand Lodge of Alaska was organized 

 

Feb 9th- On this date in 1909, Harry S. Truman received his 1st 

degree in Belton Lodge #450, Missouri. 

 

Feb 11th- On this date in 1988, a group of Ma-

sonic leaders met with President Ronald 

Reagan; the Grand Master of DC presented 

him with a certificate, and the Scottish Rite and Shrine made him 

an honorary member of those bodies. 

 

Feb 18th- On this date in 1909, U.S. President William Howard Taft received his 1st 

degree in Kilwinning Lodge #356, Cincinnati, Ohio 

 

Feb 19th- On this date in 1811, the Grand Lodge of the District of 

Columbia was formed in Washington D.C. 

 

Feb 23rd- On this date in 1887, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle received 

his 2nd degree. 

 

Feb 24th- On this date in 1853, the Grand Lodge of Minnesota was 

formed 

 

 

 

            

                              This Month in History 

 Feb 
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“Freemason Symbols and Ceremonies For Dummies” 
By Chris Hodapp 

 

                   Must Read Books 

Product Description 

Your key to understanding Freemason symbols, rituals, and ceremonies 

Are you intrigued by the aura of secretiveness and mysteriousness sur-

rounding the Freemasons? Freemason Symbols & Ceremonies For Dum-

mies opens the door to this age-old Fraternal organization dispelling 

commonly held myths and revealing the mysteries and meanings behind 

its elaborate rituals, cryptic rites, and curious symbols. 

 With an insider's view, you will get the scoop on what goes on in 

a Masonic meeting, what's behind that secret handshake, and why Ma-

sons really wear aprons. 

 

 You'll understand the true purposes of Masonic secrecy and phi-

losophy and discover related organizations like the Knights Templar, 

the Scottish Rite, and other York Rite Bodies. 

 

 Explore the controversies and conspiracy theories that swirl around the Freemasons and discover the cool 

Masonic sites at the center of Dan Brown's bestselling novel The Lost Symbol. 

 

 Learn to: 

 Understand the meaning behind Freemason rituals, cryptic rites, and symbols 

 

 Appreciate what goes on in a Masonic meeting, what's behind the secret handshake, and why Masons wear 

aprons 

 

 Dispel commonly held myths about the secretiveness of Freemasons 

 

 Explore the controversies and conspiracies that swirl around this Fraternal organization 

       

                                                                                ##### 

 

A great companion to the ―Freemasons for Dummies‖ book.  Brother Chris Hodapp has once again 

proven why he is one of Freemason’s biggest author of our time.  As of now this is available only as an E-

book  

KINDLE EDITION– ONLY $3.39 
http://www.amazon.com/Freemason-Symbols-Ceremonies-Dummies-

ebook/dp/B00340ESB0/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1294852583&sr=1-4 

http://www.amazon.com/Freemason-Symbols-Ceremonies-Dummies-ebook/dp/B00340ESB0/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1294852583&sr=1-4C:/Users/Cory/Documents/Any%20Video%20Converter
http://www.amazon.com/Freemason-Symbols-Ceremonies-Dummies-ebook/dp/B00340ESB0/ref=sr_1_4?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1294852583&sr=1-4C:/Users/Cory/Documents/Any%20Video%20Converter
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There are 

a lot of 
things in 
Masonry," 
began the 
New 
Brother to 
the Old 
Tiler. 

 
"Bravo!" cried the Old Tiler, sarcastically. 
"Who told you all that?" 
 
"And some of them," continued the New 
Brother, "are more or less bull. I yield to 
no one in my love for the order, but I see 
its faults. And when I am expected to 
learn the science of geometry as a part 
of Masonry I know I am being bulled. 
There is no more sense to including ge-
ometry in the second degree than there 
would be including paleontology or..." 
 
"I love to hear a man say he can see the 
faults of Masonry," interrupted the Old 
Tiler, "because then I am in the presence 
of a master mind. Generations of phi-
losophers have made Masonry what it is. 
When a new brother can plainly see its 
faults he is greater than all of these." 
 
"Of course I did not mean it that way. I 
just meant that I, er, you know..." 
 
"Do I? Well, then I suppose I'd better not 
mince words about it. To say there is no 
sense to geometry in the second degree 

is to advertise the fact that you know 
nothing and care less for the symbolism 
of the order. Take from Masonry its sym-
bolism and all you have left is a central 
thought with no means of expression. 
Imagine a great musician, deaf, blind, 
and paralyzed, his heart ringing with 
wonderful melodies and harmonies, yet 
unable to give them expression, and you 
have a mental picture of Masonry without 
symbolism. Symbolism is Masonry's 
means of expressing thought, and ge-
ometry, in the second degree, is not an 
arithmetical study, but a symbol. 
 
"Geometry was an outgrowth of the first 
science. The first glimpse brute man had 
there was aught in nature but haphazard 
chance or the capricious doing of a supe-
rior overlord was when he learned the 
stupendous fact that two and two always 
make four. 
 
"From that humble beginning and recog-
nition of the master law of the universe-
which is, that law is universal, unchang-
ing, and invariable-grew the study of 
things; their surfaces, their areas, their 
angles, their motions, their positions. 
Modern methods have gone farther than 
Euclid, but his work was perfectly done 
and Euclid's geometry stands today as a 
perfect thing, as far as he took it. 
 
"Geometry is the science of order. 
Reaching back to the first recognition 
that there was order in the world, it may 
stand for anyone who has eyes to see, 
as it does stand in Masonry, for man's 

(Continued on page 8) 

                         Claudy- ―Old Tyler Talks‖ 

                  “GEOMETRIC BULL” 



 

8                                                                                   ON THE WEB AT WWW.TWTMAG.COM                                                           8 

recognition of God in the universe. It is a 
symbol of universality. By geometry we 
know that natural law on earth is nature's 
law for the stars. There have been few 
atheists in the world, but I venture to say 
that none of them have been geometri-
cians or astronomers. They know too 
much to deny the existence of the Great 
Geometer when seeing His work. 
 
"Geometry is everywhere. It is in the 
snowflake's measured lines of crystalliza-
tion. There is geometry of the honey-
comb and a geometry of the cone of a fir 
tree. Mountains stand or fall as they obey 
or disobey the laws of geometry and the 
spider in her web and the planets in their 
orbits alike work according to the univer-
sal laws of geometry. 
 
"'I think God's thoughts after Him,' said 
the great astronomer Kepler, looking 
through his telescope and thinking of the 
geometry of the skies. 
 
"If we know two angles and one dimen-
sion, we can find the other dimension. 
Man has angles and dimensions; and if 
we know enough of them we can find the 
rest. One of a man's angles is his love of 
Masonry. Given a real love of Masonry 
as one angle, a willingness to live her 
precepts as the other and we can tell 
what sort of a man he is now, used to be, 
and will be in the future. 
 
"It is a real geometry the second degree 
commends to you, my brother, because 
it is a symbol of law and order, of Deity, 
of universality. But it is spiritual geometry 

which you should study rather than the 
propositions of Euclid, bearing in mind 
that they are symbols of that which Ma-
sonry most venerates, most wisely 
teaches, and most greatly loves. 
 
"Our ancient brother Pythagoras discov-
ered the wonderful demonstration of the 
Great Architect which is the forty-seventh 
problem of Euclid. And so when I hear a 
young squirt of a Mason, with his eyes 
barely opened to the long path which is 
Masonry winding through the stars to 
God, say that the geometry in the second 
degree is bull, I wish I were young 
enough to take him out in the back lot 
and treat him as I would a small boy who 
found humor in church and fun in sacred 
things, and..." 
 
"Oh, stop!" cried the New Brother. "I was 
wrong. I didn't understand. Say, where 
can I get a geometry book? I want to 
know more about that forty-seventh prob-
lem." 
 
"In the reading room," growled the Old 
tiler. "And, say, son, when you get it in 
your head, come back here and explain it 
all over again to me, will you?"  

 
 

(Continued from page 7) 

 

              Claudy- ―Old Tyler Talks‖ 
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I met a dear old man today 

Who wore a Masonic pin 

It was old and faded like the man, 

It's edges worn and thin. 

 

I approached the park bench where he 

sat, 

To give the old brother his due 

I said " I see you've traveled East," 

He said, "I have, have you?"  

I said, I have and in my day 

 

Before the all seeing sun 

I played in the rubble 

With Jubala, Jubelo, and Jubalum. 

He said don't laugh at the work my son 

 

It's good and sweet and true. 

And if you've traveled as you said 

You should give these things their due. 

 

The word, the sign, the token, 

The sweet Masonic prayer. 

The vow that you have taken 

You have climbed the inner stair. 

 

The wages of a Mason 

are never paid in gold 

But the gain comes from contentment 

When you're weak and growing old. 

 

You see, I've carried my obligations 

For almost 50 years 

It has helped me through the hardships 

And the failures full of tears. 

I'm losing my mind and body 

Death is near, but I don't despair 

I've lived my life upon the level 

And I'm dying on the square. 

 

Sometimes the greatest lessons 

Are those that are learned anew 

And the old man in the park today 

Has changed my point of view 

 

To all my Masonic brothers 

The only secret is to care 

May you live upon the level 

And part upon the square. 

 

              Poem 

“Fraternally yours” 
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        Masonic Online Community 

 

What Is The Masonic Society?™  
 

"The ultimate success of Masonry depends on the intelligence of her disciples." - Albert Mackey 

 

A significant group of passionate Masons have joined together to create what aims to be nothing less than the 

premier research society in Freemasonry. Called simply The Masonic Society, we are brothers who have a 

deep and abiding desire to seek knowledge, explore history, discover symbolism, debate philosophies, and in 

short, who are at the forefront of charting a path for the future of Freemasonry. 
 

As a student of Freemasonry, you are invited to join with us in this exciting organization. 

 

Our name, The Masonic Society, intentionally alludes to the Royal Society, the innovative organization of 

visionary men who were at the forefront of the Age of Enlightenment, many of whom were present at the for-

mation of what became modern Freemasonry. Likewise, our Society is at the forefront of a new age of Free-

masonry, and we are a vibrant, active community within the fraternity.  

The goal of The Masonic Society is not just to look backward at the history of Freemasonry, but to foster the 

intellectual, spiritual and social growth of the modern Masonic fraternity. 

 

To that end, The Masonic Society extends the hand of assistance and cooperation to individual research 

lodges throughout the Masonic world. It is the desire of The Masonic Society to be a partner with these 

lodges, to give their members the regular opportunity to publish their papers for an international audience, and 

to publicize their activities. 

 

The Masonic Society has also forged a special relationship with those bodies that meet annually during Ma-

sonic Week, as well as with the Masonic Service Association, the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of 

the US, and the George Washington Masonic National Memorial Association. While not designed as a York 

Rite-specific research group, The Masonic Society especially encourages examination of this branch of Free-

masonry. 

(Continued on page 11) 



 

11                                                                                   ON THE WEB AT WWW.TWTMAG.COM                                                           11 

        Masonic Online Community 

Membership in The Masonic Society is $39 per year ($49 outside of the U.S. & Canada). Benefits include: 

Commemorative pin, patent of membership, and dues card. 

 

• The quarterly Journal of The Masonic Society presents articles that enlighten our past, and explore solutions 

to the challenges facing Freemasonry today and tomorrow. Each Journal features articles by the best-known 

authors in Freemasonry, as well as the brethren from the lodges in your neighborhood. There are also articles 

from the non-Masonic academic world that is looking with greater interest than ever at our fraternity and its 

place in society. We bring you timely Masonic news, photos, and commentary from around the globe, in full 

color. The Journal also features advertising from a select group of publishers, regalia manufacturers, and fra-

ternal supply companies which specialize in products specific to Freemasons –  the only Masonic magazine of 

its kind to do so in America and Canada.  

 

• Members-only access to the Masonic Society online Internet forum. 

 

• Annual First Circle gatherings – Each year, The Masonic Society is an active participant in the Allied Ma-

sonic Degrees "Masonic Week," held in February in Alexandria, Virginia, which includes our annual First Cir-

cle gathering. An additional semi-annual symposium is held elsewhere once a year. These events are educa-

tional, informative, but most of all, fun and memorable to attend. 

 

• Second Circles - Masonic Society members are automatically members of state-wide or regional groups 

called Second Circles. These groups organize more localized seminars, speeches, dinners and other gathering, 

and members are encouraged to meet and work with brethren in their areas.  

 

• Programs are negotiated with publishers and other businesses for members-only discounts on books, cloth-

ing, jewelry, regalia, and other items.  

Fellows of The Masonic Society are named each year, in recognition of their contribution to the body of 

knowledge of the fraternity, through their writing, their Internet work, their service to the Society, or other la-

bors for Freemasonry. 

 

Membership in the Society is open to regular Master Masons in good standing of regular, recognized grand 

lodges in good standing with the Conference of Grand Masters of Masons in North America (CGMMNA), or a 

grand lodge in amity with a member grand lodge of CGMMNA.  

 

Non-Masons, libraries, lodges, and members of other obediences may also subscribe to the Journal at the 

same annual rate. 

 

Membership rates are:  

 Domestic Membership (US/Canada): US$39.00/yr 
 Overseas Membership (non-US/Canada): US$49.00/yr 

 Journal Subscription rates are: 

 Domestic Subscription (US/Canada): US$39.00/yr 

 Overseas Subscription (non-US/Canada): US$49.00/yr  

(Continued from page 10) 
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                     Cool Masonic App’s 

              Masonic Traveler USA 
 

 

Masonic Traveler USA is an application to help Freemasons and people interested 

in Freemasonry locate and visit Masonic Lodges.  

 

Masonic Traveler is a lodge finder application that allows traveling Masons and peo-

ple interested in Freemasonry to find lodges in their almost everywhere in the USA. 

Lodge Information*: 

  Lodge Name & Number 

  Address, City, State, Zip 

  Stated Meeting Info 

  Contact Info 

  Lodge Website & Email 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Version 1.0 has the following features: 

  Near Me Geo-location matching (1-100 miles/km, 25 miles is default). 

  Search by Lodge Name, Area Code, Jurisdiction (US State), Lodge Type (currently blue lodges but       

others to follow.) 

  Mapping in lodge list view, lodge details view, favorites and visited views. 

(Continued on page 13) 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/masonic-traveler-usa/id335045769?mt=8
http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/masonic-traveler-usa/id335045769?mt=8
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                     Cool Masonic App’s 

  Show route to lodge mapping  in lodge details. 

  View lodge websites and send emails without leaving the app. 

  Favorite Lodges & Lodge Membership Tagging. 

  Visited Log with Dates. 

  Personal Notes for each lodge 

  Contact Support and Feature Request from within the app. 

 Personal preferences:  Default View, Near Me range, distance setting to miles or kilometers, lodge types. 

 

(Continued from page 12) 

http://itunes.apple.com/us/app/masonic-traveler-usa/id335045769?mt=8
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Info provided by:  http://www.masonicdictionary.com/ 

 

The genius 

of Franklin 

was so 

overwhelm-

ing, and 

manifested 

in so many 

different 

directions, 

that no 

short paper 

can even 

list his 

achievements; the American Philosophical Society 

requires twenty large book pages merely to catalog 

his inventions, discoveries, accomplishments and 

the events in which he was intimately concerned. 

Printer, author, editor, inventor, scientist, diplomat; 

founder of schools, postal systems, government; 

ambassador, wit, speaker; philosopher, politician 

and Freemason, he was not only the amazing intel-

lect, the Voltaire of Colonial America, but one of 

the most complex and gifted men of all times. He 

was the Francis Bacon of his age, far ahead of the 

years in which he lived, and as such, the subject of 

criticism from those who did not understand him. 

 

 Certain facts of his Masonic career stand 

out; particularly it is to be noted that Franklin was 

not merely a lodge member content with that and 

nothing more, but a Freemason intensely interested 

in his Craft, willing to give his enormous powers 

for its welfare, and leaving an indelible impress on 

its history in this country. His activities were so 

great and his Masonry so influential in his life, 

there seems little reason for historians to quarrel 

about matters of dates and "firsts" in connection 

with his revered name. 

 

 We do not know exactly when Franklin 

was initiated; it was in 1731 and probably at the 

February meeting of St. John's Lodge in Phila-

delphia. Nor do we know when St. Johns's Lodge 

was born. From an old and extraordinarily inter-

esting account book, the famous "Liber B," we 

know the Lodge was in existence as early as De-

cember 1730. Whether it was a "duly constituted 

Lodge" or a lodge meeting only under the author-

ity of Ancient Custom, cannot here be stated. 

Many lodges in the early days so met; the Lodge 

at Fredricksburg, for instance, in which Wash-

ington was initiated, had no charter until after he 

became a member, although oral tradition says it 

met under authority of Massachusetts. 

 

 Prior to his initiation, Franklin had poked a 

little fun at the Freemasons in his "Pennsylvania Ga-

zette." Some historians think this was to "advertise" 

himself to St. John's Lodge so that when he applied 

he would not be regarded as a stranger. Others see it 

merely as the witty writing of a man who knew little 

of the Fraternity. Whatever the reason, Franklin's 

membership changed his style of writing in the Ga-

zette. He published story after story about Freema-

sonry in America in general and Pennsylvania and 

Philadelphia in particular; these have become foun-

dation stones on which is erected the early history of 

Freemasonry in this nation. 

 

 That Franklin should immediately raise his 

head above the generality of the members of St 

John's Lodge was inevitable. His whole life of pub-

lic service, his boundless courage, which led him to 

express himself roundly on the non-popular side of 

many questions, his tremendous ability, would natu-

rally bring him to the fore. It is not surprising then 

that he was very soon (1735) elected Secretary, an 

office he held until 1738. What is surprising, sup-

posing our early brethren were as conservative as are 

we, is to find him a member of a committee to draft 

by-laws of his lodge in 1732; to this happening we 

are indebted for certain pages in "Liber B" in the 

handwriting of the great patriot. 

 

 Still more amazing in these days of lengthy 

(Continued on page 15) 

           Masonic Biographies  

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, FREEMASON 

 

http://www.masonicdictionary.com/
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years of service before a brother receives any rec-

ognition in Grand Lodge, is his appointment as 

Junior Warden of the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl-

vania on St. John the Baptist's Day, June 24, 

1732. No attempt will here be made to go into 

those matters of Masonic historical controversy at 

issue between brethren in Pennsylvania and Mas-

sachusetts. No opinion is here expressed as to 

whether that Grand Lodge 

of Pennsylvania was or was 

not a "duly constituted 

body." Here the title is used 

as it was by Franklin. Even 

those who believe that this 

Grand Lodge was not 

"really" a Grand Lodge but 

only St John's Lodge work-

ing as a Grand Lodge, are 

glad to know that Franklin 

became its Grand Master in 

1734. 

 

 The first or Mother 

Grand Lodge was formed in 

London in 1717. Six years af-

ter "Anderson's Constitutions" 

was first published. The sec-

ond edition did not appear un-

til 1738, and by 1734, the edi-

tion of 1723 was long exhausted. This was an op-

portunity - who better might print the 

"Constitutions" for American Masons than the 

Grand Master? The "Pennsylvania Gazette, from 

May 9 to 16, 1734, carried the following advertise-

ment:  

 

"THE CONSTITUTIONS OF THE FREEMA-

SON; Containing the History, Charges, Regula-

tions, etc., of that most ancient and Right Wor-

shipful Fraternity, London Printed, Reprinted, by 

B. Franklin, in the year of Masonry 5734. Price 

Stitch'd 2s6, bound 4s." 

 

 The book was delayed; perhaps even Franklin's 

press was subject to the slowness which modern 

authors sometimes find in printing houses! It was 

not until August that the "Masons' Book" was 

ready; then seventy copies were sent to Boston, oth-

ers to Charleston, and still later, more to Boston. 

Some fifteen copies of the Masonic rarity are still 

cherished in Masonic Libraries.  

 

On November 28, 1734, he wrote twice to Massa-

chusetts.  

 

 One letter was to Henry 

Price, "Right Worshipful Grand 

Master" and the Grand Lodge in 

Massachusetts. The other was to 

"Dear Brother Price." With one 

other, these are the only known 

letters Franklin wrote about Free-

masonry. They are important 

enough to quote: 

 

 "Right Worshipful 

Grand Master and Most Worthy 

and Dear Brethren: "We ac-

knowledge your favor of the 

23rd of October past, and re-

joice that the Grand Master 

(whom God Bless) hath so hap-

pily recovered from his late in-

disposition; and we now, glass 

in hand, drink to the establish-

ment of his health, and the prosperity of your 

whole Lodge. "We have seen in the Boston 

prints an article of news from London, import-

ing that a Grand Lodge held there in August 

last, Mr. Price's deputation and power was ex-

tended over all America, which advice we hope 

is true, and we heartily congratulate him there-

upon and though this has not been as yet regu-

larly signified to us by you, yet, giving credit 

thereto, we think it our duty to lay before your 

Lodge what we apprehend needful to be done 

for us in order to promote and strengthen the 

interest of Masonry in this Provence (which 

seems to want the sanction of some authority 

(Continued from page 14) 

(Continued on page 16) 
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derived from home to give the proceedings and 

determinations of our Lodge their due weight) 

to wit, a Deputation or Charter granted by the 

Right Worshipful Mr. Price, by virtue of his 

commission from Britain, confirming the Breth-

ren of Pennsylvania in the privileges they at pre-

sent enjoy of holding annually their Grand 

Lodge, choosing their Grand Master, Wardens 

and other officers, who may manage all affairs 

relating to the Brethren here with full power and 

authority, according the customs and usages of 

Masons, the said Grand 

Master of Pennsylvania 

only yielding his chair, 

when the Grand Master of 

all America shall be in 

place. This, if it seems 

good and reasonable to 

you to grant, will not only 

be extremely agreeable to 

us, but will also, we are 

confident, conduce much 

to the welfare, establish-

ment and reputation of 

Masonry in these parts. 

We therefore submit it for 

your consideration, and, 

as we hope our request 

will be complied with, we desire that it may be 

done as soon as possible, and also accompanied 

with a copy of the R.W. Grand Master's first 

Deputation, and of the instrument by which it 

appears to be enlarged as above-mentioned, wit-

nessed by your Wardens, and signed by the sec-

retary; for which favours this Lodge doubts not 

of being able to behave as not to be thought un-

grateful. 

 

 "We are, Right Worshipful Grand Master and 

Most Worthy Brethren, Your affectionate Breth-

ren and obliged humble servants, Signed at the 

request of the Lodge, B. Franklin, G.M. Phila-

delphia, Nov. 28, 1734" 

 

 "Dear Brother Price: - I am glad to hear of your 

full recovery. I hoped to have seen you here this 

Fall, agreeable to the expectation you were so 

good as to give me; but since sickness has pre-

vented your coming while the weather was 

moderate, I have no room to flatter myself with 

a visit from you before the Spring, when a depu-

tation of the Brethren here will have an opportu-

nity of showing how much they esteem you. I 

beg leave to recommend their request to you, 

and inform you, that some false and rebel for-

eigners, being about to set up a distinct Lodge in 

opposition to the old and true Brethren here, 

pretending to make Masons for a bowl of 

punch, and the Craft is like to come into 

disesteem among us unless the true 

Brethren are countenanced and distin-

guished by some special authority as 

herein desired. I entreat, therefore, that 

whatever you shall think proper to do 

herein may be sent by the next post, if 

possible, or the next following. 

 

"I am, Your Affectionate Brother and Hum-

ble Servt" 

 

B. Franklin, G.M. Pennsylvania, Philadel-

phia, Nov. 28, 1734" 

 

"P.S. - If more of the Constitutions are 

wanted among you, please hint me." 

 

The address upon the letters is: 

 

To Mr. Henry Price 

 

At the Brazen Head Boston."N.E." 

 

 These letters are variously "explained" accord-

ing to the point of view of the apologists. M.W. 

Melvin M. Johnson, Past Grand Master of Massa-

chusetts, noted Masonic historian, says: 

 

 "Should all other evidence and arguments be dis-

regarded, these letters are definite and final. They 

(Continued from page 15) 

(Continued on page 17) 
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establish that Pennsylvania Masonry as wanting 

in authority, i.e., was not duly constituted; that 

Henry Price was the Founder of Duly Constituted 

Masonry in America.'" 

 

Brother J.E. Burnett Buckenham, M.D., writing as 

Librarian and Curator of the Grand Lodge of 

Pennsylvania, in "The Amazing Benjamin Frank-

lin," says: 

 

 "Whether these letters were written as an excuse 

for bringing up the subject of the sale of more 

Constitution Books, or from a real (rather than 

fancied) danger to the Craft from not having a 

warrant of constitution, the writer does not pre-

tend to say." 

 

 In 1738 were heard the first rumblings of that 

anti-Masonic excitement which was to shake the 

Masonic world nearly a hundred years later. A 

young man was killed as a result of a mock Ma-

sonic initiation. This was seized upon by a rival 

of Franklin, Willliam Bradford, publisher of the 

"American Weekly Mercury," as a pretext on 

which to launch attacks on Franklin and his con-

nection with Freemasonry. The incident raised 

anxiety in the hearts of Franklin's father and 

mother over their son's being a member of the 

Order. To allay their fears, Franklin wrote his 

father, April 13, 1738, as follows: 

 

 "As to the Freemasons, I know of no way of giv-

ing my mother a better account of them than she 

seems to have at present, since it is not allowed 

that women should be admitted into that secret 

society. She has, I must confess on that account 

some reason to be displeased with it; but for any-

thing else, I must entreat her to suspend her judg-

ment till she is better informed, unless she will 

believe me, when I assure her that they are in 

general a very harmless sort of people, and have 

no principles or practices that are inconsistent 

with religion and good manners." 

 

 According to Old 

Masonic and fam-

ily traditions the 

cornerstone of the 

Statehouse in 

Philadelphia 

(Independence 

Hall), built while 

Franklin was 

Grand Master, 

was laid by him 

and the Brethren 

of St. John's 

Lodge. 

 

Franklin was too busy to visit much Masonically. In 

1743 he held Fraternal communion with his breth-

ren in the First (St. John's) Lodge of Boston. Later 

(1749 ) Thomas Oxnard of Boston, appointed him 

Provincal Grand Master. This appointment only 

lasted a year; he was deposed from his high estate 

in 1750, when William Allen received the appoint-

ment; Allen immediately appointed Franklin Dep-

uty Grand Master. 

 

 In 1752 he visited Tun Tavern Lodge; two 

years later he was present at the Quarterly Commu-

nication of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and 

in 1755 he was prominent in the anniversary and 

dedication of the "Freemason's Lodge in Philadel-

phia," the first Masonic building in this nation. Late 

in 1760, with his son, Franklin visited the Grand 

Lodge in London. 

 

 Among his first actions in France when he ap-

peared as Ambassador, were affiliations with Ma-

sonic Lodges. In 1777 he was elected a member of 

the famous "Lodge des Neuf Soeurs" (Lodge of the 

Nine Sisters, or Nine Muses) of Paris, and in 1778 

he assisted in Voltaire's initiation into this Lodge. 

What a meeting that must have been, and what 

events may of had their beginnings in the meeting 

of these two brilliant minds - the Frenchman caus-

tic, tart, rapier-like in wit, scathing in denunciation 

of wrong and evil; Franklin smooth, suave, direct, 

(Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 18) 
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sensible, keen 

as his French 

contemporary - 

both laying 

aside their de-

fensive arms of 

wit and diplo-

macy to meet 

upon the level 

and part upon 

the square. 

Alas, it was not 

for long - 

within the year 

Franklin helped bury the famous Frenchman with 

Masonic honors. The following year (1779) he was 

elected Master of the Lodge of the Nine Sisters; and 

it was not definitely known how much he actually 

served for he was but an honorary Master. In 1782 

he became a member of Lodge de Saint Jean de Je-

rusalem, and the following year was elected Vener-

able d'Honneur of that body. The same year he was 

elected honorary member of Lodge des bons Amis 

(Good Friends), Rouen. 

 

 In the dedication of a sermon delivered at 

the request of R.W. Grand Lodge of Pennsyl-

vania, by Rev. Joseph Pilmore in St. Paul's 

Church, Philadelphia, on St. John;s Day in De-

cember, 1786, Franklin referred to as "An Illus-

trious Brother whose Distinguished Merit among 

Masons entitles him to their highest veneration." 

 

Four years later, April 17, 1790, Benjamin 

Franklin passed to the Grand Lodge above. 

 

 No catalog of Franklin's offices, services, 

dates, names, and places adequately can convey 

the essential facts regarding his Masonic Mem-

bership. Properly to evaluate them it is necessary 

to form an accurate mental picture of Franklin 

the man. But so much talent for so many activi-

ties makes it difficult to pick those facets of a 

many- sided jewel which best reflect the influ-

ence Freemasonry had upon him.  

 

 Most of his biographers are agree that 

Franklin's genius showed the greatest advantage 

in his philosophical concepts, and his abilities as 

an ambassador. The one pictures the man as he 

was "in his heart" which is not only good Ma-

sonic ritual but also good scripture, since, "as he 

thinketh in his heart, so he is;" the other paints 

him a master of tact, of homely wit, and fair-

mindedly keen in an age when wit had a rapier 

edge; as skilled in the arts of diplomacy in a time 

when intrigue and deceit were the very backbone 

of bargaining between nation and nation. 

 

 His whole life of service exemplifies the 

practice of toleration on the one hand, and a non-

dogmatic, non-credic religion on the other. We 

cannot prove that he received the inspiration for 

these from Freemasonry he loved and practiced, 

but neither 

can anyone 

prove the contrary. It is difficult to associate Ma-

sonic ideas with such thoughts as Franklin so of-

ten expressed, and not see a connection between. 

 

In the Constitution Convention, when Franklin 

saved it for the Union, and the Union for poster-

ity, he said; 

 

 "The longer I live, the more convincing 

proofs I see of this truth, "That God Governs in 

the Affairs of Men." And if a sparrow cannot fall 

to the ground without his notice, it is probable that 

an empire can rise without His aid? We have been 

assured, Sir, in the Sacred Writings, that except 

the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that 

build it.' I firmly believe this; and I also believe, 

that, without His concurring aid, we shall succeed 

in this political building no better than the 

builder's of Babel." 

 

It would be difficult to put much more Masonry in 

the same number of words. 

 

To his father he wrote: 

 

(Continued from page 17) 

(Continued on page 19) 

A token from "Les Neuf Sœurs" (1783).  
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"The Scriptures assure me that the last day we 

shall not be examined for what we thought, but 

what we did; and our recommendation will not be 

that we said, Lord, Lord!' but that we did good to 

our fellow creatures. See Matt. XXV." 

 The famous epitaph he wrote for himself so slightly 

conceals the Masonic theme of immortality as told 

in our Legend that all may read who run: 

 

The body of 

B. Franklin, Printer 

(Like the cover of an old book 

Its contents torn out 

And stripped of its Lettering and Guilding) 

Lies here, Food for the Worms. 

But the Work shall not be wholly lost; 

For it will, (as he believed) appear once more, 

In a new and more perfect Edition, 

Corrected and Amended 

 

By the Author. 

 

   

Benjamin Franklin had everything that a reformer 

should have, except the desire to reform for the sake 

of the reformation. He improved everything which 

interested him, but he never tried to force his im-

provements into the lives of others. He could show a 

world a new way of making glasses, and that light-

ning comes down a kitestring, and that daylight sav-

ing time adds to leisure, and that wit and humor win 

more causes than arguments, but he did not try to 

"make laws about it." He improved the printing 

press, the army and navy, the common stove, ideas 

of ventilation, paved Philadelphia and made it a bet-

ter lighted town, invented a hundred gadgets for 

common living, such as a three wheel clock, a com-

bination library chair and step ladder (they can be 

bought to this day) an artificial arm to get books 

from a high shelf, "but he never tried to improve or 

change or alter Freemasonry." 

 

 Franklin is generally conceded to have been a dip-

lomat of the first rank, but only those who read his-

tory carefully know what a load he carried on his 

old shoulders when in 1776 he went to France to 

represent the United States. He had to win the sup-

port of a nation largely controlled by court, fashion, 

beauty, gallantry - anything but the hard common 

sense of a Franklin. Yet this same practical philoso-

pher, this inventor, scientist, printer, pamphleteer 

and politician; took France by storm. He was a gal-

lant gentleman to the ladies, a man among men 

with French gallants. He won sympathy without a 

display of suffering, and made friends without 

seeming to try. He convinced every one of his 

honor and probity by being honest in an age when 

dishonesty was fashionable. On his simple promise 

to pay he secured millions in ships, men and goods, 

where a less able representative might have failed 

with an order of Congress on the Treasury for back-

ing. He played international politics by using the 

King's hatred of the English. He selected and for-

warded military supplies. He fitted out and com-

missioned privateers. He kept the accounts between 

two nations. He helped plan the campaigns at sea. 

He enthused the French ruler and the French peo-

ple. And through it all he kept his sanity, made new 

friends and retained old ones, all by fair-

mindedness, the innate justice and the toleration 

which are part and parcel of the teachings of Free-

masonry. 

 

 Franklin lived to be eighty-five years old. Sixty of 

those years as a Freemason; he lived and wrote and 

practiced the principles of the Order. 

 

 It is not for us to say what he would have been had 

there been no Freemasonry in his life; it is for us 

only to revere the Franklin who was among the 

very greatest of any other nation, in all times; for us 

to congratulate ourselves and be thankful for our 

country, that this wise philosopher, this leader of 

men and of nations, had taken to his heart the im-

mutable and eternal principles of the Ancient Craft. 

 

- Source: Short Talk Bulletin - Oct. 1933 

Masonic Service Association of North America 
 

(Continued from page 18) 

http://www.msana.com/
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Stained Glass found at the George Washington   
Masonic National Memorial 
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The Working Tools News 

  

                                Masons in the News 

by Craig Tomashoff  TV Guide 

 

From searching for the Freemasons' involvement with the long-missing White House cornerstone to dis-

covering the truth behind the curious death of ex-

plorer Meriwether Lewis, best-selling novelist Brad 

Meltzer and his three-person team of investigators 

travel the country to solve American history's biggest 

mysteries in Brad Meltzer's Decoded (Thursday, 10/9c, 

History). In the process, they do something Meltzer 

considers even more important — "Bring alive what 

history is." 

 

TV Guide Magazine: What would make for the 

ideal episode of Decoded? 

Meltzer: It would be real, not something that's been 

done 5,000 times. Other shows might do a Freemason episode, but they'd have a voice-over saying, "The 

Freemasons will be eating your babies tonight" and end with scary music. When we do it, we go straight 

to Freemason headquarters and get answers. 

 

TV Guide Magazine: Do you have any favorite cases you've worked on? 

Meltzer: I'd heard the story that John Wilkes Booth actually lived long after people thought he had died, 

and that there was mummification of the body involved. If you say the words "John Wilkes Booth" and 

"mummy" in the same sentence, you've got me. When you see his family look into the camera and say, 

"My great grandmother told me he lived years after he was supposedly dead," trust me, you'll never look 

at that story the same way again. 
 

TV Guide Magazine: You make the series sound like the best history class ever. 

Meltzer: Four days before the show premiered, a kid in high school wrote to say that he was the only 

one in his class who likes history. He'd only seen the promos but wanted to thank me for the show. The 

fact that some kid who'd felt alone with his passion for history but didn't anymore... That meant a lot to 

me. 

                                  ### 

Brad Meltzer's Decoded (Thursday, 10/9c, History).   http://www.history.com/shows/brad-meltzers-

decoded 

 “Brad Meltzer's Unsolved History” 

http://www.tvguide.com/celebrities/brad-meltzer/224180
http://www.tvguide.com/celebrities/brad-meltzer/224180
http://www.tvguide.com/tvshows/brad-meltzers-decoded/308206
http://www.history.com/shows/brad-meltzers-decoded
http://www.history.com/shows/brad-meltzers-decoded
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 “Dan Brown to adapt The Lost Symbol” 

Bestselling author of The Da Vinci Code working on screenplay for forthcoming adaptation of his novel  

Given the critical apathy that 

greeted the big-screen adaptations 

of Dan Brown's bestselling novels 

The Da Vinci Code and Angels and 

Demons, it might come as little 

shock that studio executives are 

reaching out to a new screen-

writer for the next installment in 

the series. 

 

What might be more surprising is 

that producers have not turned to 

him before – for the man in charge of script duties for the forthcoming film version of Brown's The Lost 

Symbol will be ... Dan Brown. 

According to the Hollywood Reporter, Columbia Pictures has decided to draft in the novelist to adapt his 
most recent novel. The Lost Symbol sees Brown's regular hero, the Harvard symbologist Robert Lang-

don, caught up in a Freemason plot in Washington DC. It sold more than a million copies on its first day 

of release last year. 

 

Ron Howard, who directed the films based on Brown's earlier nov-

els, has not yet agreed to return for the third movie. Tom Hanks, 

who played Langdon in 2006's The Da Vinci Code and 2009's Angels 

and Demons, is also said to be unconvinced about completing the 

trilogy. 

 

The first two films took $758m (£490m) and $485m respectively at 

the worldwide box office. 
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―Freemasons donate 10,000 teddy bears to sick or injured      

children in hospital‖ 
 

EMERGENCY teddy bears given to sick or injured children at 

Lincoln County Hospital are expected to reach the 10,000 mark 

this month. 

Freemasons in the county have been supplying the toys to A&E 

since February 2007, under the Teddies for Loving Care appeal. 

An estimated 2,500 teddies are given away each year at the 
Greetwell Road-based hospital, with each one designed to be 

anti-allergenic to avoid causing health problems. 

Lincoln project coordinator Neville Storey said his garage was 

half full of teddy bears waiting to be delivered to the hospital. 

The 65-year-old said the ultimate aim was to provide the gifts to all 
the hospitals in Lincolnshire, but they were finding it a challenge to 

collect funds for Lincoln. 

Mr Storey, of Hykeham Road, Lincoln, said: "Each of the masonic areas have their own centre and we are Teddies for 

Loving Care Lincolnshire. 

"At the moment we are finding it hard enough to raise funds for the county hospital as they are taking, on average, 2,500 

teddies a year. 

"I took a delivery just before Christmas of another load and my garage is half full of teddy bears. 

"There are six dozen in a box and we are getting through a box a week. I think I have the 10,000th teddy in my garage and 

expecting that will be delivered in the next two-and-a-half weeks. 

"The ambulance crews have started taking the teddies with them as they were finding it useful to have them to give to 

young children. 

"There is nothing more traumatic than being picked up by a screaming ambulance." 

Mr Storey said the idea developed in Essex after a Freemason, while waiting in hospital as his wife needed emergency 

treatment, noticed how many distressed children visited A&E. 

Mr Storey said: "He thought if only there was something to take their mind off it, and he came up with the teddy bear." 

Lincoln County Hospital A&E sister Lisa Gittoes said: "The Freemasons are extremely generous in donating these won-

derful teddy bears to the A&E department. 

"We are very grateful and the majority of children attending A&E at Lincoln County Hospital find them a great comfort, 
and distraction, during their time with us." 

 

http://www.thisislincolnshire.co.uk/health/10-000th-teddy-TLC-young-patient/article-3082936-detail/article.html 

James Broughton, 9, who was given a bear, with 

A&E staff nurse Amesha Wrather.  
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http://www.thisislincolnshire.co.uk/topics/company/lincolncountyhospital
http://www.thisislincolnshire.co.uk/health/10-000th-teddy-TLC-young-patient/article-3082936-detail/article.html


 

24                                                                                   ON THE WEB AT WWW.TWTMAG.COM                                                           24 

William Morgan rides again: 

Batavia writer crafts new novel inspired by infamous abduction  

By Susan J. Conrad Daily News Correspondent The Daily News Online | 

Capt. William Morgan, who disappeared after an abduction 

in 1826, has long been a source of intrigue and historical 

fascination. In Batavia, a memorial to Morgan is prominent 

in the southwest corner of historic Batavia Cemetery on 

Harvester Avenue. 

 

The towering monument has long fascinated Thomas Tal-

bot, too. 

Talbot's curiousity about Morgan's story has led him to 

write "The Craft" (iUniverse, 2010). The novel is a fic-

tional account of Morgan's story, who disappeared after he 

threatened to expose the secrets of the Freemason Society. 

 

"The story of Morgan has always been of interest to me," 

Talbot said. "Not only did the events take place right here 

in Batavia, but his kidnapping and disappearance caused a 

national scandal." 

 

"The Craft" (read an excerpt) tells a broad story that in-

cludes presidential agents, rogue British Masons, attempted 

murder and arson. It's a classic struggle of good against 

evil, Talbot said. 

 

Talbot's main purpose in writing "The Craft" was to tell a 

good story, but he made sure there were historical accura-

cies about everyday life included in the story. 

 

"I tried to include some of the biographical details about 

Morgan, both fact and legend, as part of the story," Talbot 

said. "I did not set out to write a story only about Morgan. 

He is a very important part of the story, but not the whole 

story." 

 

"The Craft" is about 80 percent fiction and 20 percent fact, Talbot said. There are other historical characters 

in the book, including President John Quincy Adams, Governor DeWitt Clinton and Andrew Jackson. 

 

The version of what happened to Morgan in the book is what is best for the story, Talbot said. He decided to 

not make any claim about what truly happened to Morgan or support any one theory. 

 

(Continued on page 25) 

Rocco Laurienzo/Daily News Author Thomas Talbot had 

long been intrigued by the memorial to William Morgan 

that stands in the southwest corner of historic Batavia 

Cemetery. Talbot has written "The Craft," a novel in-

spired by the Morgan disappearance.  
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http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Craft/Thomas-Talbot/e/9781450239295#CHP
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"I wanted to give a new fictional account of what happened to Morgan in order to make it part of the over-

all story," Talbot said. "I did not set out to write a history of Morgan and the events surrounding his disap-

pearance." 

 

Real-life mystery 
The real William Morgan was born in Virginia in 1774 and 

worked as a stone cutter and brick layer. At age 45, he mar-

ried 16-year old Lucinda Pendleton and fathered a daughter 

and a son. The family moved to York, Ontario, where Mor-

gan opened a brewery. 

 

When the business was destroyed by a fire, Morgan moved 

to Rochester before settling in Batavia. He was known by a 

local bartender to be a heavy drinker and gambler. 

 

Morgan described himself as a Captain from the War of 

1812, but there was no record of that. He wanted to join the 

Freemason's in Batavia, but was not admitted. 

 

Morgan announced that he would publish a book exposing 

the secrets of the organization. He claimed the book was 

being financed by David Cade Miller, the editor of the Bata-

via Advocate. 

 

Miller paid Morgan $500 for the book and asked for the 

money back when Miller learned that the book was partially 

plagiarized. 

 

Morgan was arrested several times in 1826 and bailed out by the Freemasons at least once. On Sept. 11, 

1826, Morgan was bailed out of a jail in Canandaigua and taken by coach to Fort Niagara. 

 

There are several accounts of what happened next, Talbot said. 

 

The two most popular versions involve the Freemasons drowning Morgan in the Niagara River or paying 

him $500 to leave the country and not return. 

 

In October 1827, a body washed up on the shores of Oak Orchard Creek and the remains were buried as 

Morgan's in Batavia Cemetery. A Canadian widow claimed that the clothes worn by the body belonged to 

her missing husband, Talbot said. 

 

Three members of the Masons were charged with, convicted and served sentences for kidnapping Morgan. 

Several people claimed to have seen Morgan, Talbot said. 

 

A reward of $1,000 was also offered by the governor for proof of what happened to Morgan. 

(Continued from page 24) 

(Continued on page 26) 
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Facts and legends 
Seeing Morgan's memorial monument inspired Talbot to want to know more about the man. The author 

said he used the search for Morgan as a thread that runs through the whole novel, he said. Some facts and 

legends about Morgan are woven in throughout the whole story. 

 

"This way, I was able to include information about Morgan from my research and use my imagination to 

create fictional situations that helped move the story along," Talbot said. 

 

The idea for the book appeared about 30 years ago and Talbot wrote pieces of the story throughout the past 

three decades. 

 

"Even though the time span from start to publishing was 30 years, it probably took about two years of writ-

ing and revisions to complete the book," Talbot said. 

 

Talbot has always been interested in history. He taught the subject at Batavia Middle School. Currently, 

Talbot works at Genesee Council on Alcoholism and Substance Abuse. 

 

Rich in history 
Talbot's first book, "Illustrated Black History," was published in 1970. Still found in some college libraries, 

the book was written as a guide for teachers with several large illustrations depicting events described in 

the book, which covers topics such as slave trade, slave life, famous black Americans and some advanced 

African kingdoms, Talbot said. 

 

The story and legend of Captain William Morgan is one of the many interesting historical happenings in 

western New York, Talbot said. 

 

"We live in a part of the country that has a very rich history," Talbot said, noting the French and Indian 

War and the American Revolution. 

 

Talbot's early research for "The Craft" was done at Richmond Memorial Library and the Holland Land Of-

fice Museum, both in Batavia, because he began before the Internet was widely available, he said. 

 

The research revealed several versions of what allegedly happened to Morgan. 

 

One version had him being tied up and taken in a boat near the mouth of the Niagara River and thrown 

overboard with a weight attached to his body, Talbot said. Another version had him paid money and sent to 

Canada with a promise of never to return, he said. 

 

"Another interesting one is the account of a sighting of Morgan in Asia Minor," said Talbot, who is work-

ing on a sequel to his novel. 

 

"The Craft" doesn't solve the Morgan mystery, but rather, the author said, uses the local mystery to open 

readers to a rich historical past. 

(Continued from page 25) 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Tom Talbot's novel, The Craft, is published in hardcover and paperback. It is available in Batavia at the 

Holland Land Office Museum, 131 West Main St., and Present Tense, 101 Washington Ave.; and in Albion 

at Bindings Bookstore, 28 West Bank St., where Talbot will be part of a booksigning with several authors 

from 1 to 3 p.m. Nov. 20. 

 

About the Book 
A synopsis of "The Craft," as posted on author Tom Talbot's website: 

 

          At the request of President John Quincy Adams during a White House visit in April 1826, Matthew 

Prescott joins Zeb Cardwell and other presidential agents in the hunt for William Morgan–the man who 

revealed the secrets of Freemasonry and subsequently disappeared after a coach ride near the shore of Lake 

Ontario in September 1826. 

 

          After the War of 1812, newly uncovered evidence reveals that Morgan was a spy for the Brit-

ish.  After President Adams orders Morgan captured and brought back to Washington for trial, Prescott and 

Cardwell discover a plot to assassinate the president and must confront rogue British Masons who will stop 

at nothing to achieve their objectives.  As presidential agents simultaneously deal with murder, arson, and 

stolen army weapons, the situation quickly escalates beyond their expectations.  Their mission takes them 

to New York City, Albany, Canada, Rochester, and Batavia, and they have but one goal–to uncover the 

truth. 

 

          The Craft is a fast-paced thriller that provides an intriguing fictional explanation for the kidnapping 

of William Morgan, a man who not only revealed the secrets of Freemasonry, but also was involved in a 

much larger secret life. 
 

(Continued from page 26) 
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Brother & Fitness Giant Jack Lalanne passes away at age 96 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

http://www.thegardeningguru.com/ 

 

The horticultural help you have been looking for is here 
just for the asking.  I am the Gardening Guru®, here to an-

swer your most perplexing gardening questions, and to 

teach you how fun and enjoyable gardening can be!   

 

Brother David Daehnke 

           The Working Tools News 

Jack LaLanne, a Bay Area native and world renowned fitness guru, 

passed away Sunday at his home in Morro Bay. He was 96. LaLanne’s 

career in the fitness industry spanned 75 years and changed many 

Americans’ approach to working out and eating right. Brother La-

Lanne was raised in Chateau Thierry Lodge No. 569 (now Crow 

Canyon Lodge No. ...551) on March 17, 1949.  

http://www.thegardeningguru.com
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  A page out of history 
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Building your Masonic E-Library for FREE (or really cheap) 

There are ton’s of free material on the internet– you just 

need to know how to find it! 

Hundreds of books are available for you to download and enjoy, there are 

many sources who offer a wide selection of free material if you dig deep 

enough. You’ll need a PC or an E-book reader to view them but with 

these tools becoming the norm it shouldn't be a problem. 

The following services are the more robust sites. Some offer more bells & 

whistles whiles others have a wider selection.  Bookmark them all and 

enjoy your new reading material. 

If you do not have an I-pad, Kindle, Nook, Sony..etc these can all be read on your PC, they are just not as 

portable or could be read on the go.  With that in mind they all have easy to use viewers to read 

them on the computer. 

Something to remember is that you might need to convert a downloaded e-book to a format that your 

particular E-reader can view if its not in a format intended for that specific device (more on that 

later).   

Here are the sites I use the most that I think you’ll enjoy  

 

                   

http://books.google.com/ebooks 

Overview 

Google’s bookstore is one of the newest on the block but it doesn't mean it lacks any content or func-

(Continued on page 33) 
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tionality.   It made sense for Google to get into the game since they have been scanning books to ar-

chive for years. Now with ebook readers becoming so cheap and in so many hands there is a tool to 

access all of their hard work.   

From the Google website: ―Access all your ebooks wirelessly, no matter where you go. Google eBooks 

stores your library in the digital cloud, so you can read all of your favorite books using just about any 

device with an Internet connection. Google eBooks is compatible with Android phones, iPhone, iPad, 

iPod touch, web browsers and many supported eReaders. Whenever you open one of your books, 

we'll pick up right where you left off.‖ 

 What this means is that the books are stored on Google’s servers not on your device so your not using 

up any hard drive space.  Google offers an app for all the major readers which can be found on their 

website or from the app-store on your device. I’ve tried it and I’m fully impressed by how easy it was. 

Book selection 

Approximately 100 books are found under the free section. The standards like  Mackey, Pike and Macoy 

are all present.  Much like all of the book depositories the real drawback of the free material is that 

most of them are dated from the late 1800’s to early 1900’s.  

To find the free books do the search then select ―Free only‖ under 

―Price‖ 

 

 

 

  Barnes & Noble 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/ebooks/index.asp 

Overview 

(Continued from page 32) 
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Barnes & Noble has always had a robust and easy to use website to search for and to order books to be 

delivered to your house but now with their reader called the ―Nook‖  you can download over 500+ 

books and historical papers dealing with Masonry. 

The first thing you need to do is to set up a user account. This will require a creditcard even you if just 

plan on getting the free stuff. They will charge you $0.01 but reimburse it immediately after verifying 

your card. 

After doing a search using the keywords Freemason, Masonic..etc click on the ―Sort by‖ found on the top 

right and select ―Price—low to high‖ from there the first 55 pages are all free books. 

Book selection 

I found the B&N site to have the most historical papers/pamphlets available besides the books. I’ve 

downloaded a ton of them to browse (when it’s free I say download everything you can get your 

hands on) It’s a breeze to delete them if your not interested later on. 

  Again, the major drawback is the age of the material. If you’re a historian  like me you’ll love it though. 

 

    The Abundant Hope Collection 

 

 

                        

 

        http://www.4shared.com/dir/21405406/2601a395/sharing.html 

I have to say I am not quite sure what the Abundant Hope website has collected these massively amazing 

collection of Masonic PDF’s but it is a virtual treasure chest of very cool material.  Regardless, we 

(Continued from page 33) 
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owe a huge debt of gratitude to Candice for sharing all of these.  PDF’s can be saved and read on 

your PC but more importantly all book readers can view them too. Many of them are small in file size 

so even if you downloaded the majority of the 700+ files you would only take up a small amount of 

space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There are 672 PDF’s dealing on every possible topic in the ―Freemasonry in General‖ category at your 

disposal here.  A quick scan will have your mouth open in awe at the endless hours of research you 

can now have.  I’m loving the Anti-Mason section (42 files), there are many cool files to help you learn 

what misconceptions are out there dating back to the 1800’s.  One of the cooler finds is from Leo 

Taxil, the Grand daddy of Masonic Hoax’s. He started many of our problems we still face today. 

 

The one major drawback I can see and it’s minor compared to the amount of good points is that unless 

you pay a fee to the hosting website you have to download the files one at a time. Ideally having the 

option to copy and paste or drag and drop would have made my day. Beggars can’t be choosers! 

  

How to convert files to be read on your E-book reader? 

If you find ebooks and need to convert them into a format that your reader utilizes the best software I’ve 

(Continued from page 34) 
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found so far is Calibre (http://calibre-ebook.com/).  Calibre is a free and open source e-book manage-

ment tool that allows one to organize, save and manage e-books, in and between a variety of formats. 

It also supports e-book syncing with a variety of popular e-book readers.   

One of the key features is that this program now comes with a built in viewer so you can read the book 

inside of Calibre itself without having to use an external one. 

After converting the file, if necessary, Calibre will automatically upload it to your device which makes it 

one of the most easiest processes for the non technical.  

Calibre is a ebook library management application. Its features are divided into the following categories: 

 Library Management 

 Format conversion (all major 

ebook formats can be con-

verted from) 

 Syncing to ebook reader de-

vices 

 Fetching news from the web 

and converting it into ebook 

form 

 Viewing many different ebook 

formats 

Giving you access to your 

book collection over the 

internet using just a 

browser/email client  

 

 

Not Free But still cheap enough 

Ok so we covered where to get the free book but how about E-books that aren't free but cheap enough 

that it wont break the bank. 

(Continued from page 35) 
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Cornerstone Books has a beautiful array of books available on their website, all priced at $5.00. These 

books are a collection of rare Masonic and Esoteric subjects.   

Titles include: ―Knights & Freemasons: The Birth of Modern Freemasonry‖, ―Masonic Questions and An-

swers‖,  ―Lectures of the Ancient and Primitive Rite of Freemasonry‖ , ―10,000 Famous Freemasons‖, 

and one of my favorites  ―Our Stations and Places - Masonic Officer's Handbook‖  

Cornerstone Publishers is owner by a really great guy, Brother Michael Poll. It would be great to support 

him in his business ventures so please consider giving the website a look. 

 

 

 

 

     

         Amazon 

Amazon is a great place to shop for all your different needs but its not where you should look if you want 

to be thrifty. The good news is there are plenty of e-books that are priced around $0.99 or so.   

Clicking on the ―Price: low to high‖ will net you four free books but after that there are many that 

will cost you only a couple of bucks.  

 

(Continued from page 36) 
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                         ―Building your Masonic Library for FREE ‖ 

Conclusion 

As Masons we are given the tools to teach us how to educate ourselves, with the idea that we are turn-

ing ourselves into better men. Unlike in the past, we need to do a lot of the learning individually out-

side of the Lodge room and in our own homes.  Luckily, we have technology on our side these days 

making it easier than ever to find information at lighting speed and on the go.  Libraries full of books 

can be stored on a device the size of a paperback book. 

I urge each and everyone of you to pick up more books about our great craft especially written by Free-

masons, many of whom you know.  They work long and hard to use their knowledge in Masonry to 

teach their fellow craftsman. Support them in their art! 

We provided you the places to find them, the devices they work on and how to download them. That 

was the hard part. Reading them should be the fun part.  

Please share with me some of the books you found out there that inspired you or taught you something 

new, I would love to hear from all of you about the cool things you discovered. 

 

- CS  

 

    

(Continued from page 37) 
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 The Worldwide Exemplification of Freemasonry 

   

  The Worldwide Exemplification 
of Freemasonry 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.weofm.org/ 

 
 

I was grateful to find this website while browsing my list of daily Masonic bookmarks. The Dwight L. 

Smith Lodge of Research  and The Grand Lodge of Indiana, which has completely embraced technology, 

has put together an astonishing  list of video lectures.  

 

Each Saturday night (8PM EST) from January 1, 2011 to December 31 2011, The Worldwide Exemplifi-

cation will stream a lecture from one of the finest speaker around. After each lecture you can go to 

their facebook page and join in with a discussion about that nights topic. 

 

Some of the speakers include: Robert Cooper (1/15), Trevor Stewart (2/26), Chris Hodapp (3/26), 

Brent Morris (4/09), Mark Tabbert (4/30), John S. Nagy (6/11), Ed Halpaus (6/25), Timothy Hogan 

(9/17), Nelson King (10/29), and W. Kirk MacNulty (11/19) just to name a few!!!   

 

I can only imagine how difficult this impressive project was to put together but judging from the first 

couple of lectures I’ve seen they have done it perfectly.  

(Continued on page 40) 
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 The Worldwide Exemplification of Freemasonry 

Right now the lectures are only streamed for a short period of time. I’m hoping that the whole series will 

be available of DVD or download in the future. 

 

The following is from their website describing the series. I hope you all enjoy.  CS  
 

 
   Masonic Awareness @ The Speed of Light 
The Worldwide Exemplification of Freemasonry 2011 Lecture Series is a free presentation to the Craft of the 

World and is endorsed by the Grand Lodge of Indiana and monitored by the Dwight L Smith Lodge of Research, 

U.D. Grand Lodge of Indiana for content, information and suitability. 

 

Available to you on your computer commencing January 1, 2011 and running through December 31, 2011 at 

www.weofm.org in the English language 2000 Hours, EST,USA GMT-5 on the dates posted. 

 

Collegiums of Masonic Freemason Intellectuals the forum’s ―Intenders‖ will present the story of the fraternity 

since 287 AD to present; to certify to the Craft of the World and other interested parties, that Freemasons meet 

in friendship, to convey the virtues of morality & brotherly love to all who seek the Wisdom to contrive, 

Strength to support, and Beauty to adorn all great and important undertakings throughout their lives.  

 

At the conclusion of each presentation you will have an opportunity to join our ―CHAT ROOM‖ via FACE 

BOOK: on "Worldwide Exemplification of Freemasonry 2011 Lecture Series" page. 

 

Relax, pull up a chair, sit down, turn up the sound and be one of four million Master Masons, throughout the 

world, who through this forum may receive Masonic Awareness @ the Speed of Light. 

 

The schedule for the year is: 

 

January 

01-01-11 In the Beginning Kenneth E. Willis Jr., GM Indiana Four Crowned Ones Dr. John S. Wade, IPM, Qua-

tuor Coronati 

01-08-11 The Contribution of Irish Freemasonry to the World Bob Bashford, 

PM  

01-15-11 The Evolution of Scottish Freemasonry Robert L.D. Cooper, PM  

01-22-11 Formation of the United Grand Lodge of England John Hamill, PM  

01-29-11 The Old Charges Revisited Prof. Andrew Prescott  

 

February 

02-05-11 Origins and Development of Royal Arch Masonry in England 

(Continued from page 39) 
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Yasha Beresiner, PM  

02-12-11 Evolution of the Ritual Roger Van Gorden, PGM, Indiana  

02-19-11 How 'modern' Freemasonry of the 1720s emerged Matthew Scanlan 18o  

02-26-11 Why “Ancients & Moderns” ? Trevor Stewart, PM  

 

March 

03-05-11 The Grand Lodges in British Colonies, 1850-1900 Dr. Jim Daniel, 

PJGW, UGLE  

03-12-11 Freemasonry in India Dr. Guy Beck  

03-19-11 A Vast Chain Extending Round the Whole Globe: Freemasonry and 

Empire Prof. Jessica L. Harland Jacobs 

03-26-11 The Influence of French Freemasonry Alain Bernheim, PM  

 

April 

04-02-11 The Evolution of Scandinavian Freemasonry Dr. Andreas Onnerfors  

04-09-11 The Royal Secret in the U.S. before 1801 Dr. S. Brent Morris, PM  

04-16-11 The Evolution of Freemasonry in Japan Yoshio Washizu, PGM, Japan  

04-30-11 The Social Evolution of American Freemasonry Mark Tabbert, PM 

 

 

 

May 

05-07-11 Female Freemasonry Dr. Andreas Onnerfors  

05-14-11 Why Brothers Killed Brothers in the American Revolution Prof. Steven Bullock  

05-21-11 Freemasonry in Australia & the South Pacific Martin McGregor, GL, GL New Zealand  

 

June 

06-04-11 Freemasons & the Greek War of Independence Andreas C. Rizopoulos, PM  

06-18-11 The Catholic Church & Freemasonry Michel L. Brodsky, PM  

 

July 

07-02-11 The Doctrine of Exclusive Territorial Jurisdiction Grayson W. Mayfield III, DDGM, SC  

07-16-11 The Largest & Most Beautiful Masonic Temple in the Entire World John R. Snider, PM, Do-

cent, Detroit,MI 

 

(Continued from page 40) 
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August 

08-13-11 The History of the Grand Orient of France Michel L. Brodksy, PM  

08-27-11 Masonic Jurisprudence Dan Hampton, PM  

 

September 

09-10-11 The Real Enemies of Freemasonry Jack Buta, PM  

09-24-11 Let Your Work Become Your Mark Stewart W. Miner, PGM Wash-

ington DC  

 

October 

10-08-11 The Lausanne Congress William Almeida DeCarvalho, PGM, Brazil  

10-15-11 Part 1: Prince Hall Masonry Ralph McNeal, MWPHGL, Arizona  

10-22-11 Part 2: A Triumph in Masonic Spirit Ralph McNeal, MWPHGL, Arizona  

10-29-11 Cuban Freemasonry Nelson King, PM  

 

November 

11-05-11 Hitler & Freemasonry Aaron Kornblum, MM  

11-12-11 The Evolution of Freemasonry in South Africa Tom Webb, WM, Quatuor Coronati Lodge  

11-19-11 The Philosophical Background for Masonic Symbolism W. Kirk MacNulty, PM  

11-26-11 Is Freemasonry a Religion? Dr. Anthony Fels  

 

December 

12-03-11 God and Geometry Howard Coop, PM  

12-10-11 An Historical Outline of Freemasons on the Internet Trevor W. McKeown, PM  

12-10-11 The Birth of Internet Lodge No. 9659 Dr. Victor Sereno, PM  

12-31-11 Masonic Awareness @ the Speed of Light Albert H. McClelland, PM  

Portrait of a Mason Roger L. Terry, PM  

Why Not Friendship, Morality and Brotherly Love? Matthew J. McClelland, SW  

Indiana Grandmaster's Closing Gregg Walbridge, DGM, Indiana . 

 

          #### 

 

 

(Continued from page 41) 
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            Short Talk Bulletin  

Editors note:   

Before getting into this months STB I wanted to mention why I picked 

this particular piece.  I am a member of the Strategic Planning Commit-

tee for the Grand Lodge of NJ. At our last meeting we discussed this 

very issue and talked about making a survey to reach out to brothers 

who started the degrees but never finished to be raised or to the newer 

raised Brother and get his opinion to what issues he may have to better 

the advancement process. 

 

It’s interesting to note that this survey came out in 1969 and they had the same problems we face now. 

Does that mean that these issues will always be around, are they a natural course found in large organi-

zations such as ours? 

 

After reading the article I would love to know if your Grand Lodge is facing the same and if so what 

steps have they taken to remedy the situation. 
 

-CS 

## 

 

WHY DIDN'T THEY ADVANCE? 
 

Why do candidates fail to advance after becoming Entered Apprentices?  

 

Answers to this question can provide much information which helps to understand the problems of declin-

ing membership and lack of interest in the activities of a Masonic lodge.  

 

The question has been frequently answered by guess work or snap judgments. Recently, however, the 

Grand Lodge of Wisconsin undertook a serious study to find factual answers to the question. In 1969 a Re-

search Committee headed by Past Grand Master Edward W. Stegner sent out a questionnaire to 729 

"defaulted Entered Apprentices" to learn the reasons for their failure to advance.  

 

The results of that canvass are the body of this Short Talk. To the concerned Mason, there is much food for 

thought in this report.  

 

In Wisconsin, a candidate is "in default" after he fails to advance within one year. The survey of 729 de-

faulted Apprentices was started in late 1969, but it was February, 1970, before the returned questionnaires 

were tabulated and analyzed.  

 

The questionnaire was sent to each individual with a letter over the Grand Master's signature, with a 

stamped, self-addressed envelope for the reply. Of the 729 men contacted, 204, 28%, returned the question-

naire - a surprisingly large response for such an inquiry. Even more significant is the fact the 190 respond-

ers signed the questionnaire, although that was optional. 155, or 77%, made personal comments or sugges-

tions, which indicates that one out of five of the defaulted Apprentices still had considerable interest in the 

(Continued on page 44) 
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fraternal organization he had become a part of so briefly.  

 

The tabulated results of the questionnaire furnish a summary of the information resulting from the survey; 

the following questions and statistics are taken from the Wisconsin Research Committee's 1970 report.  

 

A. Do you feel you had sufficient direct personal contact with members of the Lodge prior to the accep-

tance of your petition?  

162 (80% ) -sufficient  

28 (14%) -insufficient  

5 (2.5 %) - made comments  

 

B. Do you feel you had sufficient direct personal contact with members of the Lodge between your ac-

ceptance and initiation?  

170 (83 % ) - sufficient  

24 (12 % ) - insufficient  

2 (1 % ) - made comments  

 

 

C. What was the attitude of the Masonic Brethren to you?  

171 (83 %) generally positive and accepting  

4 (2 %) generally neutral  

17 ( 8.3 %) generally negative  

1 - made a comment  

 

D. Were you able to identify with the Masonic Fraternity?  

83 (40%) - Yes, enthusiastically  

86 (42%) - Yes, generally  

30 (15%) -No strong feeling  

7 (3%) - Negative  

2 (1% ) - Made comments  

 

E. What were your feelings about the teachings of Freemasonry?  

141 (70% ) - generally understood  

45 (22 % ) -generally vague  

8 (4% ) - no strong feeling  

4 (2 % ) -made comments  

 

F. What were your impressions of the Entered Apprentice Degree?  

162 (80 % ) -well conducted  

30 (15 % ) - difficult to follow  

2 (1 % ) - poorly done  

5 (2.5 % ) - made comments  

 

G. What problems did you encounter in completing the degree work? (Number in order of importance. 

(Continued from page 43) 
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Add any in unmarked spaces.) (The following numbers indicate the frequency with which the problems 

were ranked first. )  

112 (55%) -time involved  

61 (3 0 % ) -memorization  

31 (14%) - other activities  

25 (12%) - business or profession  

15 (7.25 % ) - personal attitude  

10 (5 % ) - family  

· (2.5 % ) - money  

· (2.5 % ) - religion  

(Other problems added to the list)  

14- "lost interest  

10 - mentioned "work." Same as business?  

3 - entered the Armed Forces  

9 - objected to the "posting"  

7 - mentioned "health"  

2 - had died  

 

H. Do you hold membership in other civic or fraternal organizations?  

12 (6 %) were Elks  

9 (41/2 %) American Legion  

6 (3 %) Lions  

4 were members of the Junior Chamber of Commerce;  

3, of the V.F.W.;  

2, were Moose; and  

1 each of the Eagles or Knights of Pythias.  

I. Would you be interested in continuing your Masonic work now?  

137 (67%) - Yes  

51 (25 % ) -No  

7 - made comments  

 

J. General Comments or Suggestions  

15.5 (77 %) made some comment  

12 (6 %) Lack of communication caused drop-out  

7 (13.5 %) had moved  

4 (2%) stated they were former DeMolays  

 

While most of those returning the questionnaires checked answers which indicate a favorable attitude to 

Freemasonry, the really significant replies are those which point out weaknesses in a Lodge's handling of 

candidates or Masonic customs or practices which "turned off" a candidate. E.g., approximately 12 1/2% 

(one out of every eight!) of the replies indicated "insufficient contact" between the candidate and the mem-

bers of the lodge before and after the acceptance of the petition. Why does that happen in a Masonic 

Lodge? The same question should be asked about the significantly large number who couldn't readily 

"identify" with the Fraternity.  

(Continued from page 44) 
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The frequency with which certain problems were checked under Question G suggests a number of areas 

for Masonic study and examination. Granted that some candidates are making excuses for themselves in 

listing 'time" and "memorization" as the principal obstacles to their advancement, the fact remains that 

some of them (in their comments) challenged the archaic ritual of Freemasonry and the posting" require-

ments as obsolete and unnecessary. Could this be why 14 defaulted Apprentices "lost interest"? A 

thoughtful study of all the problems mentioned would stimulate recognition of the basic fact that candi-

dates need more information, more Masonic enlightenment, and more stimulation than they seem to re-

ceive at present in the first stages of initiation.  

 

The Wisconsin Research Committee reported that "we are more concerned in applying the yardstick to 

ourselves" than to the candidates, because "our next task is to remedy the situation." What prompted 

their purpose to find possible solutions was the many frank comments from the defaulted candidates 

themselves.  

 

"These comments surprised us and caused the Committee, to do some real soul searching as to how we 

could improve our lodge operations, and whether we are meeting the needs of young men today. Is time 

(for Masonry) a limited factor in today's world, and if so, how can it be conserved for the candidate? Is 

the problem of memorization also a factor, due to time, and how can we assist in this regard?"  

The comments are really the most interesting and provocative items in the survey. Unfortunately, space 

prevents their complete reproduction here. But since many of them are similar, they can be summarized 

by means of the following composite quotations.  

 

"I'm too busy keeping my head above water in the rat race of modem life. I admire what Freemasons 

stand for, but I can't devote time to it, so I shouldn't become just a name on the roll of members."  

 

"Masonic ritual and ceremonies might have appealed to me when I was 12. Now they seem childish."  

 

"Attendance was very poor and the members were generally so much older I couldn't identify with the 

group."  

 

"There is too much emphasis on memorization. Some of the work was even taught out of sequence and 

had to be relearned."  

 

"Most of my evenings are taken up with school activities, book work, and helping the children."  

 

"Lodge activities are not attractive to young men. Masonic work should be related to the present world."  

 

"The lodge kept changing the date I was to appear again. Last time, they called me just before the meet-

ing. I had another commitment. A new Mason should be better informed, and soon enough."  

 

"My wife didn't like my joining the Masons. I have to keep peace at home."  

 

"Thank you for your interest and concern about me. I'd like to continue, but at present just don't have the 

(Continued from page 45) 
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time."  

 

"I was much younger than most of the members, which caused feelings hard to pinpoint. But inside I feel 

it's the greatest fraternal organization a man can encounter. I hope some day to continue."  

 

"I hope very much to continue, but lack of time and a poor memory hinder me somewhat. My father is a 

Mason. I will keep trying."  

 

"I was never called after that. I did not feel it was up to me to tell the lodge what to do."  

 

"After the first degree I was moved to obtain more education. I would like to finish the Masonic work, but 

it will have to wait till I get my degree."  

 

"I lost interest in the lodge because of the gentleman who was my instructor."  

 

"When I was working to become a Mason, the Brothers showed no interest in helping me, so I gave up try-

ing to join. When I considered joining somewhere else, I was told there was a lot of red tape to go through. 

I'd sincerely like to become a member in good standing if the organization itself showed some interest in 

helping me to get this all straightened out."  

 

"Your letter and questionnaire is really the first sign I have had that Masonry is interested in me. I'd like to 

continue, and I'd like to meet you."  

 

Some of these responses cry out for good Masonic rejoinders, but those must be left to the particular Lodge 

whose business it is to make a Master Mason of the individual candidate it has investigated and accepted.  

One may be tempted to ask of some of these commentators, "What did you expect?" But one should really 

ask the Lodge, "What did you teach him to expect?"  

 

The Wisconsin study of defaulted Entered Apprentices suggests that the problem of good public relations 

begins "right at home" with the particular Lodge. What does the local community expect of a Lodge of 

Master Masons? In Masonic language, "Is the community convinced of the good effects of our fraternal 

association?"  
 

Masonic Service Association of North America 

 

## 

(Continued from page 46) 
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      Phoenixmasonry Museum  

The Phoenixmasonry Masonic  

Museum and Library  
             http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/ 

The Phoenixmasonry Masonic Museum and Library is an ever 
growing collection of Masonic History second to none.  One of the 
most fascinating sections is their artifact & collections page. I 
thought it would be fun to put a spotlight of some of the items 
that caught me eye. 

 

 This Month:   Masonic Watches & Timepieces  

 

 

                                Swiss Triangular Masonic Pocket Watch (1920) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              Waltham Past High Priest Pocket Watch  (1928)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 49) 

http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/
http://www.phoenixmasonry.org/
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Swiss Triangular Masonic Wrist 
Watch   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Masonic Triangular Clock in the     
Limoges Style   

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 48) 

(Continued on page 50) 

Phoenixmasonry Museum  
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Beautiful Bronze and Enameled Masonic 
Clock - Circa 1930 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minerva Masonic Watch  

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 49) 

    Phoenixmasonry Museum  
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  And Finally….. 

 

Nothing says ―Happy Valentines 

Day‖ than giving your girlfriend 

or wife one of these…. 
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Keep on Traveling 

The Independent Masonic Magazine – Bringing the best 

information to Mason’s worldwide. 


